THE ATTACKS ON THE CORUNNA, ROAD
broke down because the Nationalists held the strong
point of Boadilla and Majadahonda,
On my way back to Talavera I picked up 2 Spanish
staff officer who told me an interesting tale illustrating the
fact that the division of families during the Civil War has
often given rise to tragic situations. He described how,
but a few days back, negotiations of a semi-official charac-
ter took place between the Reds and local Nationalist
commanders for the exchange of three Red families living
in Nationalist Spain in return for three Nationalist
families living in Red Spain. The process was to be quite
simple. A four-mile stretch of road near the village of
Miajadas, east of Menda and then in Red territory, was
to be neutralised, and at a given hour lorries carrying the
families from either side were to be taken to the middle of
the strip for the exchange. The lorries were to be driven in
reverse to this appointed meeting-place from the moment
they reached the neutralised strip of road. Thus they would
be able to drive off again with the minimum delay.
"Where the difficulty came," my informant told me,
"was when Captain Luna, who acted as negotiator for the
Nationalists, Informed the Red families of what had been
settled. He first visited two families and told them they
were to be transferred to the territory south of the Tagus
where they would find other members of their fa mill esand
their male relatives, who were fighting in the ranks of the
Reds. This proposal, however, met with shouts and cries
of disapproval. Indignantly both families, men, women,
and children, refused to budge. The women, lying on
the ground, said; 'You will have to drag us by mam force,
for we will not get up and move an inch, we are safe and
happy here, and here we intend to remain.*
"Captain Luna gave up the struggle, but put on a lorry
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